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being done. They postponed their departure and occupied themselves with pleasure.
For three years (i.e., from 1717 to 1720) they stayed in Qazvin,1 practising the
selling of offices and receiving bribes. . . *"a

Even when hostilities broke out between the Ghalzais and Abdalis, the
ministers took no advantage of the opportunity thus provided to re-
establish the Shah's authority. The struggle between the two tribes
was inconclusive ; while the Ghalzais lost Farah, they defeated the Abdalis
at Dilaram in a battle in which Asadullah Sadozai lost his life. Mahmud
then made a feigned submission to the Shah, who, completely taken in,
officially appointed him Governor of Qandahar, Mahmud soon showed
that his loyalty was only a pretence, for, in 1720, he made a raid into
Persia as far as Kirman ; there, he was defeated and driven back by
Lutf *Ali Khan, the only brave and competent general in the Shah's service.
Nevertheless, as he was soon to demonstrate, Mahmud's retreat was a
case of reculer four mieux tauter; he had discovered how vulnerable the
Safavi state had become.

In the meantime, serious developments had taken place in other parts
of the empire, and more were to follow. While the storm clouds were
banking up alarmingly in the east, they were also beginning to form in
the north and west.

Earlier in the century, the turbulent Lazgi mountaineers of Daghistan,
together with the inhabitants of their colonies at Jar and Tala in the
Qaniq (Alazan) valley, on the further or south-western side of the
Caucasian chain, had resumed their raids upon Georgia and Shirvan.
Half a century before, Shah * Abbas II had promised an annual subsidy
to these Lazgis, on condition that they kept the peace* The subsidy was
regularly paid until, under the lax control or rather lack of control of
Shah Sultan Husain, the Persian ministers and officials misappropriated
the money intended for the Lazgis.3 Besides suffering from the depre-
dations of the Lazgis, the people of Shirvan, being mostly Sunnis, had to
endure fierce persecution at the hands of the intolerant Shi'a clergy*
Shah Sultan Ehisain was much under the influence of the mulhn^ who
became very powerful during his reign. The famous but fanatical
mujtahid Muhammad Baqir-i-Majlisi, the author of the Bihanfl-Anwar^
a most celebrated work on Shi'a tradition, was a great persecutor of the
Sunnis; he^died at the close of the XVIIth century, but his successors
continued his intolerant policy. In Shirvan, Sunni mullns were put to
death, mosques were profaned and turned into stables, and religious

1 Shah. Sultan IJusain and his court were at Qazvin from late in 1717 until 17^0 ; he then moved

it temporarily to Tehran before returning to Isfahan.
1 Browne MS., No. 0.15 (in the Cambridge University Library), foL ^05 (a).
1 Krusmsld, Vol. I, p. 243.